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June 20th marked the “official” start of summer with the occurrence 
of the summer solstice. And with temperatures already hitting triple 
digits in many parts of our state, boy it sure does feel like summer.  
While I write this newsletter from the confines of my air conditioned 
office, I empathize with our many members that don’t have such a 
luxury and must work outdoors. 
 
OSHA has been taking significant steps to address heat-related haz-
ards in workplaces. Working outdoors on utility construction projects 
during extreme heat requires heightened caution to prevent heat-
related illnesses and ensure safety. As temperatures soar, the risk of 
heat exhaustion, heat stroke, and dehydration increases significantly, 
making it imperative for workers and supervisors to adopt proactive 
measures.  
 
Education and communication is key when working in extreme weath-
er conditions. Supervisors should have a clear emergency plan in 
place and ensure that all workers are aware of it. In case of any signs 
of heat stress, immediate medical attention should be sought. 
 
In closing, I wanted to recognize a couple of accomplishments from 
within the ranks of AUCA. First, Dru Bramblett, daughter of AUCA 
Board Member Andru Bramblett will be competing this month for the 
title of Miss Alabama. Dru has performed the National Anthem the 
past two years at the AUCA Fall General Meeting and is an incredibly 
talented young lady. We wish her the best of luck.  
 
Lastly, David Pearson will be retiring from Warrior Tractor & Equip-
ment after a stellar career of 49 years and 9 months in the John 
Deere equipment business. David has been an ardent supporter of 
AUCA, and we certainly hopes that he enjoys his well earned retire-
ment. 
 
I hope you all stay safe and cool and enjoy your summer! 
 

      Tim  

Director’s Comments:  
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Upcoming Meetings & Events: 

AUCA 2024 Fall General Meeting  
& Sporting Clay Shoot 

Thursday, October 10, 2024 
Lower Wetumpka Shotgun Sports Club 

Montgomery, AL 

AUCA Industry Lunch Meetings 
Dates and Locations To Be Announced 

AUCA Board of Directors Meeting 
Thursday, September 5, 2024 

The Lodge at Gulf State Park - Gulf Shores, AL 
Tuesday, September 17 - Thursday, September 19, 2024  

AUCA 2025 Spring General Meeting, 
Golf Tournament and Shrimp & Crawfish Boil 

Thursday, April 24, 2025 
Arrowhead Country Club 

Montgomery, AL 

https://alabama.damagepreventionsummit.com/
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News & Notes: 

Notice of ADEM Director Job Performance Evaluation: 
 

The Alabama Environmental Management Commission (Commission) is providing the opportunity for 
interested persons to submit written comments on Alabama Department of Environmental Manage-
ment (ADEM) Director Lance LeFleur's job performance as part of the Commission's upcoming ADEM 
Director Job Performance Evaluation. 
 
Written comments from interested persons regarding Director LeFleur's job performance should be 
directed to: A. Frank McFadden , Chair, Alabama Environmental Management Commission, P.O. Box 
301463, Montgomery, AL 36130-1463 (street address: 1400 Coliseum Boulevard, Montgomery, AL 
36110-2400) or by e-mail at aemc@adem.alabama.gov. Written comments should include "ADEM 
Director Job Performance Evaluation" as the subject of the written submissions. 
 
Written comments for the current ADEM Director Job Performance Evaluation should cover the peri-
od from October 14, 2023, to July 31, 2024, the deadline for receipt of comments for the upcoming 
evaluation. 
 
Written comments must be received in the Commission Office prior to 5:00 p.m. on July 31, 2024.  
 
This notice is hereby given this 18th day of June, 2024, by authority of the Chair of the Commission. 

Weaver Environmental Services Company Event - June 21 

AUCA Board of Directors Member Shaun Gonzales from Weaver Environmental Services Company 
(WESCO) in Huntsville hosted a great event for nearly 250 friends and business associates at Old 
South Clays. U.S. Congressman Dale Strong (pictured above) served as the special guest speaker. 

mailto:aemc@adem.alabama.gov?subject=ADEM%20Director%20Job%20Performance%20Evaluation


 

 

ALABAMA UTILITY CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION 

News & Notes: 

Page 4 

Governor Ivey Awards $53.5 Million for ‘Middle-Mile’ Broadband Service 
 

Governor Kay Ivey announced she has awarded nearly $53.5 million to continue the expansion of 
high-speed internet service in Alabama. 
 
The grant awarded to the Alabama Fiber Network, a coalition of electric and generation/transmission 
cooperatives, will help develop the second phase of the state’s “middle-mile” broadband network 
deployment. The project will impact 24 Alabama counties including Baldwin, Coffee, Colbert, Coving-
ton, Dale, Dallas, DeKalb, Elmore, Etowah, Franklin, Hale, Jefferson, Lee, Lauderdale, Lawrence, 
Limestone, Madison, Marshall, Mobile, Montgomery, Perry, Russell, Tuscaloosa and Walker counties.  

AUCA 2025 Board of Directors Nominations: 
 

AUCA will be soliciting the membership for candidates to serve on the 2025 AUCA Board of Direc-
tors. If you have someone in mind that you think would be an asset on the AUCA Board, please 
email us by August 31st to recommend them to the AUCA Nominating Committee. If you are inter-
ested in serving yourself, please feel free to list your name as well. 

Nomination Forms will be sent out electronically to all member companies. The Nominating Commit-
tee will review the nomination forms of those desiring to serve on the 2025 Board at the September 
5th AUCA Board Meeting. The proposed slate of nominees will be announced to the membership 
and the candidates will be voted on by the members in attendance at the October 10th Fall General 
Meeting in Montgomery. 

Alabama Underground Damage Prevention Authority (ALUDPA) 
 

The Alabama Underground Damage Prevention Authority (ALUDPA) was es-
tablished for the purpose of enforcing the Alabama Underground Damage 
Prevention State Law, for reviewing penalty provisions, and for reviewing 
the adequacy of the Alabama State Law Enforcement Program. 
 
The Enforcement Program is a complaint-driven process where a complaint 
may be submitted against an entity for violation of the Alabama Under-
ground Damage Prevention State Law. A complaint may be submitted as in-
formation only and not designated for enforcement penalties. 
 
A complaint may be submitted using the Complaint Form at this Website no later than 30 days after 
the occurrence of an alleged violation. The submitted Complaint Form is reviewed by the ALUDPA 
for determination of an alleged violation and for penalty provisions that may apply. The reported vi-
olator is then notified by the ALUDPA that a response may be submitted using the Response Form at 
this Website no later than 14 days after the ALUDPA notification. 

http://www.aludpa.org/


 

 

ALABAMA UTILITY CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION 

Page 5 

News & Notes: 

(Continued on page 6) 

https://adem.alabama.gov/newsEvents/pressreleases/2024/ADEMARPARelease6-12-24.pdf
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(Continued from page 5) 

https://adem.alabama.gov/newsEvents/pressreleases/2024/ADEMARPARelease6-12-24.pdf
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https://jobs.gobuildalabama.com/
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Clean Water Construction Coalition Report 
 From Ryan Sharpe - Chairman CWCC & Sante Esposito - Key Advocates 

June 3, 2024  
 

FY25 Appropriations Schedule  
 
The FY25 House Appropriations bills that allocate funding for State Revolving Funds (SRFs) and Wa-
ter Infrastructure Improvements for the Nation (WIIN) Grants are scheduled for Committee action in 
late June and early July with the goal of securing full House approval before Congress recesses in 
August.  
 
House Republicans are proposing a 6% reduction in non-defense discretionary spending while the 
Democrat-controlled Senate is calling for additional spending to address inflation.  
 
Since it is doubtful an agreement between the two houses will be reached, it is likely that a Concur-
rent Resolution will be required in order to continue funding government operations.  
 
FY25 Budget and CWCC Funding Requests 
 
President Biden’s Proposed FY25 Budget includes $1.24 billion for the Clean Water SRFs, $1.12 bil-
lion for the Safe Drinking Water SRFs, $4 million for WIIN Grants and no SRF earmark funding.  
 
The Clean Water Construction Coalition (CWCC) supports Clean Water SRF funding at a minimum of 
$4.49 billion, $4.37 billion for Safe Drinking Water SRFs and $20 million for WIIN Grants.  
 
The CWCC opposes earmarks as takedowns from budget allocations and, if earmarks are utilized, 
supports the smaller earmark levels.  
 
House Republican FY25 Budget Proposal  
 
The House FY25 Budget Resolution calls for limiting overall spending increases and slashing discre-
tionary spending by $2.5 trillion over a decade. Passage of this measure in the Senate is uncertain.  
 
FY24 Appropriations Recap  
 
The final FY24 Appropriations Act provides $851 million for Clean Water SRFs, $494 million for Safe 
Drinking Water SRFs and $20 million for WIIN Grants.  
 
It also included $787 million in Clean Water SRF earmarks which is a takedown from the base allo-
cation of $1.63 billion. Safe Drinking Water SRF earmarks of $631 represent a takedown from the 
base allocation of $1.12 billion.  
 
The CWCC is engaging with policy makers and industry partners on future SRF appropriations.  
 

 
 

(Continued on page 9) 
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https://www.cleanwaterconstructioncoalition.org/
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Clean Water Construction Coalition Report 

Other Legislative Issues  
 
The CWCC continues to support the “STREAM Act” which would provide $300 million for water recy-
cling, $750 million for surface and groundwater storage and conveyance projects, $150 million for 
desalination projects, $100 million for projects to provide drinking water for disadvantaged commu-
nities, and $250 million for environmental restoration projects. While the Coalition is advocating for 
legislative action on this bill, its future is uncertain.  
 
The Coalition supports Congressman Garamendi’s amendment that would allow the EPA to issue Na-
tional Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits for certain public works projects for 
10 years instead of five years.  
 
Legislation increasing the federal share for Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (WIFIA) 
funding in areas experiencing extreme drought and disadvantaged communities was introduced in 
April.  
 
The Coalition is continuing to pursue additional funding for the Alternative Water Source Program 
and mega recycled water projects.  

(Continued from page 8) 
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June is Trench Safety Month: 
 

June 2024 has been declared “Trench Safety Month” by the National Utility Contractors Association. 
This declaration of safety further highlights the association's innovative educational and safety pro-
gram, the “Trench Safety Stand Down” week, was held June 17-21, 2024. 

https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/OSHA3974.pdf
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https://www.osha.gov/trenching-excavation
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https://www.osha.gov/heat
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https://www.osha.gov/sites/default/files/publications/3431_wksiteposter_en.pdf
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https://www.cpsc.gov/Safety-Education/Safety-Education-Centers/Fireworks
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We’re on the Web ! 
www.aluca.org 

AUCA IS A MEMBER-DRIVEN, NEEDS       

FOCUSED TRADE ASSOCIATION CREATED 

SOLELY TO PROMOTE AND ADVANCE THE 

UTILITY INDUSTRY IN THE STATE OF          

ALABAMA. 

Alabama Utility Contractors Association 

P.O. Box 383185 

Birmingham, AL 35238-3185 

Phone: 205-582-9436 

Fax: 205-582-9155 

E-mail: tim@aluca.org 

Please print out this newsletter to share with 

others in your company. And, if you are   

receiving this for the company owner,  

please print out a copy for him/her. 

@AlabamaUCA 

Let AUCA Be Your Source For All Your  

Training Needs 

Contact the Association Office for more information 


